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CUT IT OUT: PAPER WORLD OF TANG ZHENGWEI

Tang Zhengwei E1iF4E, Carbon Folding 1 B:#72 No.1 Hand cut paper F TBI4 120x132x90CM Size varies R < AJ % 2017-2018

Exhibition Duration: 20" September — 21 October 2018
Artist: Tang Zhengwei

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

A young Chinese artist Tang Zhengwei addresses his concerns for the environmental issues
in the form of two- and three-dimensional paper cut works which Art+ Shanghai Gallery
presents in the solo show “Cut It Out: Paper World of Tang Zhengwei”. His works may or
may not be regarded as environmental, but there is no doubt that Tang Zhengwei’s art brings
new awareness, adds to the subject of environmental art, its incredible versatility and
highlights a variety of responses artists can have on the subject.

Tang’s art is unique in so many ways, one of which being the fact that the artist chose paper
cutting, one of the most ancient ways of artistic expressions in China and the world, to put
forward some of the most urgent and existential concerns of the contemporary society.



gallery@artplusshanghai.com | +86 21 6333 722 7] ART+

tue - sun | 10am - 7pm BRBZZREH, _t'—LF1O,'f—(_'\§—Fq:7)f—(_'\ www.artplusshanghai.com

Be the works as small as the label of a Coca-Cola bottle or as big as the height of an average
adult, Tang Zhengwei’s paper cuttings draw you in with awe and fascination. Among the
artist’s most grandiose creations are paper cut power plants. As if heavy monolith of
concrete and metal, electric poles and wires were turned into paper poetry that soars up in
the exact grid pattern. On top of Tang Zhengwei’s towers, factory pipes exhale clouds of
smoke in rapid and deliberate bursts. Lace of fumes floating up, distorting and twisting along
their wayward path.

Light in its materiality but heavy in consciousness, his works challenge us and provide an
alternative source for reflection as if revealing the whole complexity of the environmental
situation including intricacies of politics, social and financial maneuvering that are translated
into no less intricate and elaborate paper cut designs.

ABOUT TANG ZHENGWEI

Tang Zhengwei was born in 1987 in Chenzhou, Hunan province, China. After graduating from
the Mural Department of China Academy of Art in Hangzhou in 2011, he continued his post-
graduate studies in CAFA and graduated from the Department of Experimental Art in 2018. In
a range of experimental and conceptual work, he now concentrates his artistic practice on
paper cutting. Whether crafted on a water bottle label, milk carton or created as a large scale
paper cut sculpture, his astonishingly detailed paper cuttings express the artist’s deepest
concern and interest on the social issues, with a specific focus of his recent works on the
issues of carbon emission. His artistic thinking and remarkable craftsmanship stem from the
solid ground of a profound and thorough research of the global issue of carbon emission and
its ecological, social and economic implications.

Tang Zhengwei’s works have been exhibited in China and Japan, some of the notable
exhibitions include group shows such as “Somewhere Only We Know” in Ullens Center for
Contemporary Art and KWM Art Center in Beijing in 2016, as well as the exhibition dedicated
to the future of Chinese Folk Art in Ichihara Lakeside Museum in Japan the same year.

ABOUT ART+ SHANGHAI GALLERY

Founded in October 2007 and located along the Suzhou River within walking distance to
Shanghai's famous Bund area, Art+ Shanghai Gallery is a dynamic art space dedicated to
the exhibition, promotion, and development of Chinese contemporary art. Art+ Shanghai
Gallery showcases a range of established and emerging contemporary artists from within
China and abroad, stimulating and celebrating the diversity of the sprawling contemporary art
scene. In addition to holding group and solo exhibitions, Art+ Shanghai Gallery offers art
consultation services, hosts cultural events, and participates in international art fairs.
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EIEET 1987 FHAETHEEMIMN. 2011 FEIVFHEEAREREER, 5T 2018 FE£
WFHRERZRLEZARR. EXNZIMHERLRIMWSHTTE2RE, WHERBETH
fL. NEREERENFNER, KERFIM A LHTOIE, TERE=HNRME, &
E4EEmAAT ML, HRETZARSTHI OB R MEHNERER/X TR
HR, XX IRMER S TRANBEMRZE, M 7 REEERN— D ERHN
AR, HeMAFER, FRMWEENFTI, 2IETIERZHP.

BiLENERETEMBANERE, €1 2016 FEARKTZARPMELZARPORER
‘“RRASNAER” , FMEFERATRERTHHERERITHERARE.
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