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“Trilogy: The Other World of Zhang Wen”
Zhang Wen Solo Exhibition

Exhibition Duration: March 5% to April 16t, 2017
Artist: Zhang Wen

Venue: Art+ Shanghai Gallery

191 South Suzhou Road

Huangpu District, Shanghai

Tel: +86 21 6333 7223

Tuesday to Sunday, 10 AM - 7 PM (Closed Monday)
gallery@artplusshanghai.com
www.artplusshanghai.com

About the Exhibition

The selection of Zhang’s work featured in this solo exhibition, all created in 2016
after she received her post-graduate degree, can be broadly divided into three
themes: daily life, celebration, and archeology. “Daily Life” here is comprised of
a group of small-sized paintings using gray tones, showing a tiny person’s life in
a “Little, Big” world. They are works Zhang created in a leisurely fashion, using
a sprinkling of fine lines. In the style of traditional Chinese painting, themes
never stand out and must obey traditional rules. Similar motifs such as mountains,
lakes, and the moon are therefore repeatedly utilized but shine with new and
creative enchantment, as if they are the components of each and every line within
a lyrical ode, forming varied versions of poetic charm within the creations of
different writers. Zhang’s take on this brings viewers a sight of the cranes
reminiscent of those from Emperor Huizong of Song along with, seemingly, the
Jing Nong sandbank, where one or two tiny human figures can be seen wandering
about.

The second theme is centered around “Celebration”, which refers to ceremony,
divination, sacrificial practices, or reunions, forming a stark contrast to the sense
of leisure found in “Daily Life”. Here, if one were to take a closer look, a great
variety of rare exotic treasures and legendary animals can be found in addition to
pure Chinese elements, reminding viewers of the prescientific era. During
original worship ceremonies, animism and the “Interaction between Heaven and
Humankind” held sway over humanity. This then brings about deeply profound
mysteries: What are these figures looking at? Where is that person going on that
crane? | have this burning passion to find out why they are performing lion
dances! Why are they holding flags? When I am in the grip of enjoyment while
observing these paintings, a pleasing feeling of relaxation often washes over me,
with inexplicable surges of tension and utter excitement.
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The third theme, a new exploration Zhang undertook in 2016, serves as the
“archaeological site” which covers small, bronze statues and the debris of tiny
human relics, bringing a whole new dimension to the entire Little, Big story line.
During a visit to Zhang’s, I found her to be painting a gigantic image with an
album on Han Dynasty brick reliefs open at hand. As I discovered later during
our talk, the album belonged to a book series her father worked on as editor-in-
chief. Two thousand years back, people living during the Han Dynasty paid equal
attention to death and life, so sculptures and burial artifacts in graves were
somehow more important to them than whatever was to be used during their lives
on Earth. These “brick reliefs”, with the particular pristine beauty of graves, are
thus an important basis on which we can trace back the vision of their lives. Some
of these very pictures served as an inspiration for Zhang and filled her with ideas
concerning both the ancient and present times.

About Zhang Wen

Zhang Wen (5K [&]), born in 1988 in Henan province, Graduated with a Bachelor’s
degree from the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Chinese Ink Faculty 2012
Completed one year foreign residency in the United States. In June 2016 received
post-graduate degree at the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Chinese Ink faculty
under the supervision of Liu Qing He. Zhang was awarded in 2009, 2011 and
2014 by the Central Academy of Fine Arts and the works were collected by
CAFA.
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